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Manuela Boatcă is Professor at the Department of Sociology at Albert-Ludwigs-University
Freiburg. Her research focuses on macrosociology, theories of inequalities, postcolonial stud-
ies as well as theories of social change and research on violence. One of her most recent
publications that she co-edited is Global Inequalities in World-Systems Perspective: Theoretical
Debates and Methodological Innovations from 2017.

Tobias Boos works at the Department of Political Science at the University of Vienna. His
research focuses on populism and middle class in Latin America, as well as state theory of
the Global South and political economy. In 2017, he worked as a co-editor together with
Gregor Seidl on the special issue of the Journal of Development Studies (JEP) on Middle Class
in Latin America, Volume XXXIII.

Paul Bowles is Professor of Economics and International Studies at the University of
North British Columbia. His research focuses on globalization and regionalization, critical
development studies, as well as extractivism. One of his most recent publications is Resource
Communities in a Globalizing Region: Development, Agency, and Contestation in Northern British
Columbia from 2016.

Ulrich Brand is Professor at the Department of Political Science at the University of
Vienna. His research focuses on resource and environmental politics in Latin America, the
crisis of liberal globalization, social-ecological transformation as well as the imperial mode of
living, and critical state theory. One of his most recent publications, as a co-author, is The
Limits to Capitalist Nature: Theorizing and Overcoming the Imperial Mode of Living from 2018.

Contributors

x



Martin Breuer is an academic assistant at the Center for InterAmerican Studies at Bielefeld
University. His research focuses on the history of development assistance and Andean his-
tory. One of his most recent publications is “Exploring the International Labor Organization
and its technical assistance activities in the field of indigenous peoples: The significance of
Human Rights and the Andean Indian Program (1954–1968)” from 2018.

João Paulo Cândia Veiga is Assistant Professor of Political Science and International Rela-
tions at the University of São Paulo. His research focuses on global and transnational gov-
ernance, international policy economy, labor and environmental standards, as well as private
regulation and corporate social responsibility in transnational corporations. His most recent
publication, together with Scott B. Martin and Katiuscia Galhera, was from 2019 and is
titled Labor Relations, Conflictual Cooperation and Retail in Latin America: The Case of Walmart
in Brazil.

Juan Camilo Cárdenas is Professor at the Department of Economics at the Universidad de
los Andes in Colombia. His research focuses on studying how cooperation emerges through
the interaction between institutions and decisions using experimental and behavioral eco-
nomics. One of his most recent publications, together with César Mantilla and Santiago
Gomez, was published in 2018 and is titled Between-Group Competition Enhances Cooperation
in Public Goods Appropriation Games.

Lucía Dammert is Associate Professor at the Universidad de Santiago de Chile. Her
research focuses on Latin America, public security, organized crime, and criminal justice
institutional reforms. One of her best-known publications is Fear and Crime in Latin America:
Redefining State-Society Relations from 2012.

Karin Fischer holds a PhD and is head of the Politics and Development Research Unit at
the Institute of Sociology at Kepler University in Linz. Her research focuses on global polit-
ical economy and north-south relations. One of her most recent publications is Neoliberal
Think Tank Networks from 2018.

Thomas Fischer is a Professor at Catholic University of Eichstätt-Ingolstadt. His research
focuses on development in Latin America, asymmetric power relations, collective memory,
as well as construction of identity and history of Latin America within the process of global-
ization. One of his most recent publications, which he co-edited, is Kolumbien heute. Politik,
Wirtschaft, Kultur from 2017.

Barbara Fritz is Professor at Freie Universität Berlin for Latin American Economics. Her
research focuses on economic development and development theory. Together with Daniela
Prates and Luiz F. de Paula she published Global Currency Hierarchy and National Policy Space:
A Framework for Peripheral Economies in 2018.

Katiuscia Galhera is a Professor at the International Institute of Social Studies at Erasmus
University Rotterdam. Her research focuses on gender and labor, social movements, trans-
national corporations, global supply chains, and Latin American political economy. Her
most recent publication, together with Scott Martin and João Paulo Veiga, is Labor Relations,
Conflictual Cooperation and Retail in Latin America: The Case of Walmart in Brazil from 2019.

Virginia García-Acosta is Social Anthropologist and Historian at CIESAS (Center for
Research and Advanced Studies in Social Anthropology) in Mexico. Her research focuses
on food history, disaster, and risk. Her next forthcoming publication is Historical Perspectives
in Risk and Disaster Anthropology: Methodological Approaches.

Contributors

xi



Juan Grigera is an Honorary Research Associate at the Institute of Americas at the Univer-
sity College London. His research focuses on economic development, economic policy ana-
lysis, as well as development countries. His latest publication is Populism in Latin America:
Argentina and Brazil between Old and New Forms of Populism from 2017.

Steven High is Professor of History at Concordia University. His research focuses on trans-
national approaches to working class history as well as forced migration and the history of
deindustrialization. One of his most recent publications is One Job Town: Work, Belonging
and Betrayal in Northern Ontario from 2018.

Tina Hilgers is Associate Professor of Political Science at Concordia University. Her
research focuses on comparative politics, clientelism, and urban violence. One of her most
recent publications, together with Laura Macdonald, is Violence in Latin America and the
Caribbean: Subnational Structures, Institutions, and Clientelistic Networks from 2017.

Richard Huizar is Assistant Professor of Political Science and director of the Latin Ameri-
can and Latino Studies Program at William Paterson University. His research focuses on
comparative politics, international relations, Latin American politics, and Mexican politics.
His most recent publication is Why was Yacimientos Petrolíferos Fiscales (YPF), Argentina’s
National Oil Company, Privatized? from 2019.

Kjeld Jakobsen holds a PhD in International Relations. He worked as a consultant on
international relations, development cooperation, and labor issues in Brazil. Currently he is
an international adviser of the Worker’s Party and consultant for the Trade Union Confed-
eration of the Americas.

Alke Jenss holds a PhD in Sociology and is Senior Researcher at Arnold Bergstraesser Insti-
tute Freiburg. Her research focuses on the intersection of critical political economy, state
theory, urban (in)security, and development studies with particular reference to Latin Amer-
ica. Her most recent publication, which she co-edited, is Globale Ungleichgewichte und soziale
Transformationen from 2018.

Andrés López Rivera is doctoral researcher at the International Max Planck Research
School on the Social and Political Constitution of the Economy. His research focuses on
transnational governance, international political sociology, as well as epistemic authority. His
most recent publication is Chronicle of a Schism Foretold: The State and Transnational Activism
in Ecuador’s Yasuní-ITT Initiative from 2017.

Lachlan MacKinnon is Assistant Professor of History at Cape Breton University. His
research focuses on deindustrialization, labor history, ecology and the environment. One of
his most recent publications, as a co-editor, is The Deindustrialized World: Confronting Ruin-
ation in Post-Industrial Places from 2017.

Laura Macdonald is Professor in the Department of Political Science and the Institute of
Political Economy at Carleton University. Her research focuses on Latin American, Mexi-
can, and North American politics as well as Canadian foreign policy and democracy and
civil society. One of her most recent publications that she co-edited with Tina Hilgers is
Violence in Latin America and the Caribbean: Subnational Structures, Institutions, and Clientelistic
Networks from 2017.

Scott B. Martin is Professor and works at the Department of International Affairs at the
School of International and Public Affairs at Columbia University and for the Graduate

Contributors

xii



Program of International Affairs at The New School. His research focuses on comparative
and transnational labor politics, comparative social policy, corporate social responsibility in
transnational corporations, and Latin American political economy. His most recent publica-
tion as a co-author, together with João Paulo Veiga and Katiuscia Galhera, is Labor Relations,
Conflictual Cooperation and Retail in Latin America: The Case of Walmart in Brazil from 2019.

Franz Mauelshagen is a Senior Scientist at the Anthropocene Network, University of
Vienna, and an affiliated scholar at the Institute for Advanced Sustainability Studies in Pots-
dam. His research focuses on the history of great transformations, sustainability and resilience
in a deep historical perspective; climate history, history of climate science and climate
policy; global environmental history as well as the history of (natural) disasters. One of his
most recent publications, which he co-edited, is The Palgrave Handbook of Climate History
from 2018.

Belén Olmos Giupponi is Associate Professor of Law at Kingston University London. Her
research focuses on regional human rights systems and the interplay between transnational
human rights law and other disciplines. One of her most recent publications is Rethinking
Free Trade, Economic Integration and Human Rights in the Americas from 2017.

Mirko Petersen holds a PhD from Bielefeld University where he is member of the Center
for InterAmerican Studies. His research focuses on Populism, Latin American politics in the
20th and 21st centuries, as well as the relationship between the Soviet Union and Latin
America. His most recent publication is Geopolitische Imaginarien. Diskursive Konstruktionen der
Sowjetunion im peronistischen Argentinien (1943–1955) from 2018.

Dieter Plehwe holds a PhD and works at the Berlin Social Science Center (WZB). His
research focuses on the history and variety of neoliberalism. Together with several co-
authors he published Nine Lives of Neoliberalism from 2019.

David Pion-Berlin is Professor of Political Science at the University of California, River-
side. His research focuses on civil military relations, defense, and security mainly in Latin
America. His most recent publication, which he co-authored with Collin Grimes, is Power
Relations, Coalitions and Rent Control: Reforming the Military’s Natural Resource Levies from
2019.

Josef Raab is Professor of North American Studies at the University of Duisburg-Essen in
Germany. His research interests include Inter-American Studies, ethnicity (especially U.S.
Latinas and Latinos), borders, cultural hybridity, and the whole range of U.S. American lit-
erature from the 17th to the 21st century. He has also written on U.S. Catholicism, the
German presence in the United States, city narratives, television, film, and transnationalism.
From 2009 to 2018 he served as the founding president of the International Association of
Inter-American Studies. Additionally, he is a co-editor of The Routledge Handbook to the His-
tory and Society of the Americas.

Fabricio Rodríguez is a post-doctoral researcher at the Department of Sociology at Fried-
rich-Schiller-University Jena and an ALMA (Asia, Latin America, Middle East, and Africa)
Fellow at the Arnold Bergstraesser Institute in Freiburg. His research focuses on global
power structures and the political economy of oil, minerals, and biomass. One of his most
recent publications is his doctoral thesis Oil, Minerals, and Power: The Political Economy of
China’s Quest for Resources in Brazil and Peru from 2018.

Contributors

xiii



Wagner de Melo Romão is a Professor at the Department of Political Science at the Uni-
versity of Campinas. His research focuses on democratic innovations, participation, public
policies, as well as political parties, and political institutions in Latin America. His most
recent publication that he co-authored is Democratic Innovations in Municipalities from 2018

María Josefina Saldaña-Portillo is a Professor of Social & Cultural Analysis at New York
University. Her research focuses on Latin American and Latinx Studies; Indigenous Studies;
globalization and immigrations studies; development studies as well as cultural studies. One
of her most recent publication is Indian Given: Racial Geographies across Mexico and the United
States from 2016.

Olga Sanmiguel-Valderrama is Associate Professor at the Department of Women’s,
Gender and Sexuality Studies at the University of Cincinnati. Her research focuses on neo-
liberal economic policies, military aid, as well as labor, environmental, and equality rights
for women and racial minorities. Her most recent publication is a co-edited volume titled
Global Women’s Work: Perspectives on Gender and Work in the Global Economy from 2018.

Stefan Schmalz is Professor at Friedrich-Schiller-University Jena. His research focuses on
work and industrial sociology, international and comparative political economy, develop-
ment research as well as political sociology. His most recent publication is Machtverschiebun-
gen im Weltsystem. Der Aufstieg Chinas und die große Krise from 2018.

Ursula Stiegler holds a PhD in Political Science and works currently for GIZ (German
Corporation for International Cooperation). Her research focuses on governance, migration,
and development and pro-poor financial sector development. One of her publications,
which she co-authored, is Remittances for Financial Access: Lessons from Latin American Microfinance
from 2014.

Aaron Tauss is Associate Professor at the Department of Political Science at the Universidad
Nacional de Colombia. His main research interests include international relations, inter-
national political economy, and geopolitics. One of his best-known books is Sozial-ökologische
Transformationen – Das Ende des Kapitalismus denken from 2016.

Paul-Matthias Tyrell is a research assistant at the Center for InterAmerican Studies at
Bielefeld University. His research focuses on borderlands and North American economic
and political history in the 1920s.

Jonas Wolff is executive board member and head of the research department “Intrastate
Conflict” at the Peace Research Institute Frankfurt (PRIF). His research focuses on the
transformation of political orders, contentious politics, international democracy promotion,
and Latin American politics. One of his most recent publications is Socioeconomic Protests in
MENA and Latin America from 2019 which he co-edited together with Irene Weipert-
Fenner.

Carlos del Valle Rojas is a Professor at the University of La Frontera. His research focuses
on intercultural communication, cultural studies, and different modes of cultural representa-
tion. Currently, he directs the international research network project “Converging Hori-
zons: Production, Mediation, Reception and Effects of Representations of Marginality” and
is director of the journal Perspectivas de la Comunicación. One of his most recent publications,
which he co-edited with Francisco Sierra, is Communicology from the South: Critical Perspectives
from Latin America. from 2019.

Contributors

xiv



María Fernanda Valdés holds a PhD in economics. She is a consultant in the area of
inequality and works as a coordinator of tax issues for the Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung in
Colombia and Latin America. Currently she lectures on taxation at the Universidad de los
Andes in Bogotá. Furthermore, she worked as a researcher for the Colombian Ministry of
Healt for the network “desiguALdades.net” at Freie Universität Berlin and the Deutsche
Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ). One of her most recent publications
is Reducing Inequality in Latin America: The Role of Tax Policy from 2016.

Henry Veltmeyer is Professor of Development Studies at the Universidad Autónoma de
Zacatecas. His research focuses on the political economy of development, critical development
studies, and political sociology. One of his most recent publications is The Essential Guide to
Critical Development Studies from 2017.

Lucrecia Wagner is a researcher at the National Scientific and Technical Research Council
(CONICET) in Argentina. Her research focuses on environmental conflicts mostly related
to mining and fracking activities, with particular emphasis on the relationships between
socio-environmental movements and environmental governance. Her most recent publica-
tion is Agricultura, cultura del oasis y megaminería en Mendoza. Debates y disputas from 2019.

Dorothea Wehrmann is a research associate at the German Development Institute (DIE).
Her research focuses on aid effectiveness, international and transnational cooperation, as well
as partnerships and networks, and private sector engagement. Her most recent research is
Critical Geopolitics of the Polar Regions: An Inter-American Perspective from 2018.

Rudy Weissenbacher holds a PhD and works at the Department of Economics at the
Vienna University of Economics and Business. His research focuses on development studies,
international political economy, as well as regional integration. One of his most recent publica-
tions is A Ladder without Upper Rungs: On the Limitations of Industrial Policies in TNC Capitalism.
The Case of the European Union from 2018.

xv

Contributors

desiguALdades.net


ACADEMIC ADVISORY
BOARD

Sarah Albiez-Wieck, University of Cologne, DE – Celia María de Almeida, Universidade
Federal de Goiás, BR – Kathya Araujo, Universidad de Santiago de Chile, CL – Philip
P. Arnold, College of Arts and Sciences, US – Alicia Azuela de la Cueva, Universidad
Nacional Autónoma de México, MX – Mita Banerjee, Johannes Gutenberg-University
Mainz, DE – Rosario Barba, Universidad Autónoma de Queretaro, MX – Ralph Bauer,
University of Maryland, US – Joachim Becker, Vienna University of Economics and Busi-
ness, AU – Marc Becker, Truman State University, US – Daniel Bendix, University of
Kassel, DE – Johannes Bohle, Europa Universität Flensburg, DE – Tobias Boos, University
Vienna, AU – Alejandra Bottinelli, Universidad de Chile, CL – Martin Breuer, Bielefeld
University, DE – Creighton Brown, University of Kansas, US – Barbara Buchenau, Univer-
sity of Duisburg-Essen, DE – Nikolaus Böttcher, Freie Universität Berlin, DE – Sabine
Bröck, University of Bremen, DE – Josef Büker, Bielefeld University, DE – Christian
Büschges University of Bern, CH – Isabel Caldeira, Universidad de Coimbra, PT – Jennifer
S. Carrera, Michigan State University US – Gina Cebey, University of Tübingen, DE
– Mónica Inés Cejas, Universidad Autónoma Metropolitana–Xochimilco, MX – Lucas
Cifuentes, Universidad de Chile, CL – Sérgio Costa, Freie Universität Berlin, DE – Gisela
Cramer, Universidad Nacional de Colombia, CO – Zeljko Crncic, German Development
Institute, DE – Delia Crovi Druetta, Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México, MX –

James Dettleff, Pontificia Universidad Católica del Perú, Anna Dobelmann, Freie Universität
Berlin, DE – Astrid M. Fellner, Saarland University, DE – Karin Fischer, University Linz,
AU – Thomas Fischer, Catholic University of Eichstätt-Ingolstadt, DE – Earl E. Fitz, Van-
derbilt University, US – Wolfgang Gabbert, Leibniz University Hanover, DE – Atahualpa
García Ibarra, Bielefeld University, DE – Verónica Garibotto, University of Kansas, US –

Cornelia Giebeler, University of Applied Science Bielefeld, DE – David Gilgen, Bielefeld
University, DE – Benjamin Goldfrank, Seton Hall University, US – Gabriela Gomez, Uni-
versidad de Guadalajara, MX – Kevin Gosner, University of Arizona, US – Yaatsil Guevara
González, Bielefeld University, DE – Astrid Haas, University of Wuppertal, DE – Matthew
Hannaford, Utrecht University, NL – Jonathan Hart, Western University, CA – Christine
Hatzky, Leibniz University Hannover, DE – Michelle Heffner Hayes, University of Kansas,
US – Silke Helfrich, Heinrich Böll Stiftung, DE – Francisco Hernández, Universidad de
Guadalajara, MX – Tim Jelfs, University of Groningen, NL – Alke Jenss, Arnold

xvi



Bergstraesser Institut, DE – Alexandra Kaasch, Bielefeld University, DE – Jochen Kemner,
University of Kassel, DE – Luz Kirschner, South Dakota State University, US – Kerstin
Knopf, University of Bremen, DE – Hans–Joachim König, Catholic University of Eichstätt-
Ingolstadt, DE – Reinhart Kößler, Arnold Bergstraesser Institut, Freiburg, DE – Alan Lesshoff,
Illinois State University, US – Bernhard Leubolt, Katholische Sozialakademie Österreichs,
AU – Kristen Lillvis, Marshall University, US – Marius Littschwager, Bielefeld University,
DE – Alexander Martínez Rivillas, Universidad del Tolima, COL – Anne M. Martínez,
University of Groningen, NL – Carmen Martínez Novo, University of Kentucky, US –

Alexander Martínez Rivillas, Universidad del Tolima, COL – Graciela Martínez–Zalce
Sánchez, Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México, MX – Maximiliano Maza Pérez,
Tecnológico de Monterrey, MX – Cecilia Menjivar, University of Kansas, US – Joachim
Michael, Bielefeld University, DE – Simon Middleton, College of William and Mary,
US – Alina Muñoz, Bielefeld University, DE – Vanesa Muriel, Universidad de Guadalajara,
MX – Markus Müller, Freie Universität Berlin, DE – Sandra Osses Rivera, Universidad Cen-
tral, CL – Bernd Ostendorf, Ludwig–Maximilians–Universität München, DE – Lois Parkinson
Zamora, University of Houston, US – Mirko Petersen, Bielefeld University, DE – Nadine
Pollvogt, Bielefeld University, DE – Barbara Potthast, University of Cologne, DE – Paula
Prescod, Université de Picardie Jules Verne, FR – Ludger Pries, Ruhr-Universität Bochum,
DE – John Jairo Rincón García, Centro de Memoria Histórica, CO – Patrick Roberts,
Virginia Tech, US – Fabricio Rodríguez, Friedrich-Schiller-University Jena, DE – Jimena
Rodríguez, UCLA College of Letters and Science, US – Carlos Salas, University of Campinas,
BR – Carlos Sanhueza, Universidad de Chile, CL – Javier Sanjines, University of Michigan,
US – Arnulfo de Santiago, Universidad Autónoma Metropolitana, MX – Jonathan Scarlet,
Austrian Journal of Development Studies (JEP), AT – Sylvia Schmelkes, Instituto Nacional
para la Evaluación de la Educación, MX – Nicole Schwabe, Bielefeld University, DE –

Kirwin Shaffer, Pennsylvania State University, US – Micol Seigel, Indiana University,
Bloomington US – Jan Stehle, Centre for Research and Documentation Chile–Latin
America, DE – Jennifer Tyburczy, University of California, US – Paul-Matthias Tyrell,
Bielefeld University, DE – Itza Amanda Varela–Huerta, Universidad Autónoma México,
MX – Arnulfo Uriel, Universidad Autónoma Metropolitana, MX – José Antonio Villar-
real, Bielefeld University, DE – Heather Vrana, University of Florida, – Emily Wakild,
Boise State University, US – Michael Wala, Ruhr-Universität Bochum, DE – Dorothea
Wehrmann, Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit, DE – Klaus Weinhauer,
Bielefeld University, DE – Jobst Welge, Stockholm University, SE – Thomas Welskopp,
Bielefeld University, DE – Helge Wendt, Max Planck Institute for the History of Science,
DE – Astrid Windus, University of Münster, DE – Rainer Winter, Alpen–Adria–Universität
Klagenfurt, SZ – Bea Wittger, University of Cologne, DE – Micah Wright, Boise State
University, US – Eva Youkhana, University of Bonn, DE.

Academic Advisory Board

xvii



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

The history of the project to organize a multi-volume handbook on critical key topics of
Inter-American relevance dates back to the research group “E pluribus unum? Ethnic Iden-
tities in Transnational Integration Processes in the Americas” that Sebastian Thies, Josef
Raab, and Olaf Kaltmeier organized at the Center for Interdisciplinary Research (ZiF) at
Bielefeld University. So, our first thanks go to the ZiF who had enough confidence to fund
this research group in 2008 and 2009.

This handbook would not have been possible without the support of the German Ministry
for Education and Research (Bundesministerium für Bildung und Wissenschaft) which funded
the research project “The Americas as Space of Entanglement” conducted by Wilfried Raussert
and Olaf Kaltmeier from 2013 to 2019 at the Center for InterAmerican Studies (CIAS) at
Bielefeld University.

In the context of this project, a special editorial office for the handbook-project could be
installed. Martin Breuer and Johanna Lehmann did an extraordinary job to manage this
office. Grace Dolcini made an excellent correction of all entries. Nora Willenius, Rosie
Thomas, and Tamar Mota did their best to support the editorial office. For the translation
we would like to thank Kate Berson, Christopher McCallum, Alice Nash, and the Univer-
sity of Massachusetts Amherst Translation Center.

Furthermore, we want to express our gratitude to Ashgate and Routledge who supported
the handbook right from the beginning. At Ashgate we would like to thank Kirstin How-
gate and at Routledge Claire Maloney and Rob Sorsby.

Last but not least, we would like to thank all authors of this dictionary for their encouraged
engagement in this publication. And we would like to express our very great appreciation
to more than 112 reviewers of our Academic Advisory Board who contributed greatly to
the quality and Inter-American outreach of each entry.

Olaf Kaltmeier
Bielefeld
July 2019

xviii



Rou
tle

dg
e /

 Tay
lor

 & Fran
cis

 

Not 
for

 di
str

ibu
tio

n

42
POLITICAL

COMMUNICATION

Carlos Del Valle Rojas

Broadly speaking, political communication is any communication that is political in nature
and in purpose. The study of political communication is, on the one hand, a type of applied
research that focuses on understanding the effects of media, in order to optimize political
results (electoral campaigns, public policy, etc.), the basic principle being that there is no
politics without communication. On the other hand, one can argue that politics is an intrinsic
condition of communication and, therefore, political communication should be understood
through a lens of established power relations and control. In this case, the principle would
be: There is no communication without politics.

The different circumstances surrounding the origins of political communication do not
allow for a clear distinction between communication and propaganda. In fact, the concept of
political communication emerged within the framework of World War I propaganda and
developed in the context of electoral campaigns. For this reason, the work of the Committee
on Public Information (CPI) in the U.S. is considered a milestone and an effective example of
war propaganda on a large scale. Journalist George Creel directed this committee, and Edward
Bernays, one of the inventors of Public Relations, was a member (1923, 1928, respectively).

It follows that political communication originates from two particular contexts: one
related to war and characterized by the use of communication strategies to persuade the
United States’ population to support participation in World War I; the other related to
electoral politics, with the aim of getting public support for electoral candidates. Notwith-
standing the foregoing, some of the more common techniques, like the poster, can be seen
being used even before World War I.

Harold Laswell is considered to have founded the concept of political communication
with his book, Propaganda Technique in the World War (1927), and he is thought to be
responsible for formally introducing this term (1969). The concept is also considered
a precursor to political psychology. Other authors argue that the origin of political commu-
nication is the book Political Behavior, edited by Eulau, Eldersveld, and Janowitz and pub-
lished in 1956.

Regardless of the different but related understandings, political communication is the
most common way to refer to the integration of communication and politics, and specific-
ally to a form of communication that is: 1) political in nature and 2) political in purpose.
The first implies that politics is an intrinsic condition of communication, which means it is
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impossible to consider communication in isolation from politics. The second suggests that
communication can be used in politics, from which communication as a political strategy is
understood.

Inter-American discussion and critical reflections

From a general perspective, there are two identifiable approaches within the field of com-
munication, and both of these can also be seen in the study of political communication.
Through the first approach, communication is viewed from a functional and instrumental
perspective, derived from two traditions: 1) Mass Communication Research, primarily
developed in the United States (→ Cultural Industries, III/27) (Lazarsfeld, Berelson and
Gaudet 1944; Katz and Lazarsfeld 1955); and 2) development (→ II/6) and modernization
(→ I/35) theories from a diffusionist perspective (Schramm 1949; Lerner 1958; Rogers
1962), a widespread tradition in Latin America (particularly in Colombia, Brazil, and
Mexico), though also in the United States.

Within this first approach, various models exist, ranging from political psychology to
propaganda, as well as Rogers’s 1962 model of diffusion of innovations (and its subsequent
updates and revisions), and social marketing models, in which communication constitutes
a technique within a strategy.

From this perspective, the contributions made by propaganda studies, which would have
an early presence in the United States, would prove essential. Such was the case of the CPI,
or the “Creel Committee” (1917), led by George Creel (1920), and included Edward Ber-
nays (1923, 1928). The committee’s work is considered one of the most effective examples
of war propaganda on a global scale. This period corresponds with the creation of close to
two thousand posters between 1914 and 1920, in the context of World War I. The methods
used in the production of these posters in the United States at the beginning of the 20th
century is the same we see now in Latin American electoral campaigns. The principles
behind these methods include simplification, hyperbole, association, appeal to emotion, and
transmission (for example, recurrent nationalist mythology). Take the case of Michelle
Bachelet’s 2014 campaign in Chile, with slogans like “Yo Quiero Chile” (I love Chile) and
“Chile de Todos” (A Chile for Everyone), or Mauricio Macri’s 2015 campaign in Argentina
with slogans like “Estoy con vos” (I’m with you) and “Unir a todos los argentinos” (May
all Argentines unite). In all of these, the role of communication is key, particularly the role
of social media (→ III/41). For example, Macri took first place in Argentina and third in
the world, when he got 600,000 mentions on Twitter and gained three million Facebook
followers. In fact, he earned the nickname, “President of Facebook,” as he reached millions
of Argentines through Facebook – 350,238 registered volunteers; 92 percent of Argentina’s
active Facebook population reached; and 3.4 million video views. In the United States,
Donald Trump, for his part, with his 2016 slogan, “Make America Great Again,” managed
to continue the effective use of social media that Barack Obama had pioneered in 2008. In
effect, despite his opposition to traditional media, especially the press (→ Journalism, III/
32), Trump used Facebook and Twitter extensively, was the first candidate optimized by
the Google News algorithm and tweeted more than any other candidate; there was one day
when he was the person most talked about on the planet. The history of propaganda shows
that Roosevelt was the president of radio (→ III/40), Kennedy of television (→ III/43),
Obama of the internet (→ Digital Culture, III/28), and Trump of social media.

In contrast, through the second approach, communication is viewed through a combined
social, critical, economic, and political lens, beginning with critical theories such as the neo-

Political Communication
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Marxist tradition and its subsequent revisions like the Frankfurt School (Adorno 1954), and
continuing with the political economy of information, communication, and culture, the
development of which occurred across the Americas: Smythe (1981), who was born in
Canada and studied in the United States; Schiller (1969) in the United States; Mosco (1996)
in Canada; and Sierra (1999), who was Spanish but had a long career in Latin America and
was later recognized as President of the International Centre of Advanced Communication
Studies for Latin America, CIESPAL; among others. These traditions would intermingle sig-
nificantly over the course of more than two decades, indicating fruitful Inter-American rela-
tions, and would later produce new branches of thought like communication for
development and communication for social change, among others. With all of these, the
political constitutes a critical component of communication.

From this perspective, not only is the role of traditional media (radio and television),
internet, and social media important, but so is the role of “alternative,” “citizen,” “commu-
nity,” or “participatory” media (→ Media Participation, III/36), which began to play
a dominant role in Latin America in the 1980s (Antonio Pasquali, in Venezuela; Rosa María
Alfaro, in Peru; Armand Mattelart, in Chile; Luis Ramiro Beltrán, in Bolivia; Néstor García
Canclini, in Mexico; Mario Kaplún, in Uruguay y Jesús Martín Barbero, in Colombia).
Important milestones include the MacBride report (1980), which identified the problem of
the high concentration of mass media and the lack of horizontal communications (→ Cul-
tural Industries, III/27), as well as the failure of the New World Information and Commu-
nication Order (NOMIC). These both highlighted the need for new media, like
community radio, local television, and extensive use of info-centers and Telecenters. In the
1990s, projects playing a central role included the Communication Initiative, with Inter-
American cooperation; the World Association for Christian Communication, based in
Canada; and the Communication for Social Change Consortium, an initiative sponsored by
the Rockefeller Foundation in the late 1990s in the United States with a robust presence in
Latin America that had launched the work of Wilbur Schramm and Paul Lazersfeld in the
United States in the 1940s.

Etymological considerations

Evidently, communication is as old as politics. Considered separately, the term “politics” is
understood as the art of governing (from the Latin “politicus” and the Greek “politikós,”
which essentially means “of the citizens” or “of the State”) (→ Citizenship, II/27; Nation
State, II/38), or more recently as an activity related to the community.

The current and widespread use of the concept includes diverse epistemic and theoretical
traditions, whose expressions are not always properly differentiated; for this reason, many
believe that the term refers to the same idea, even when it is being applied to completely
different situations. Accordingly, it is important to identify the different disciplinary areas
that are in dialogue with political communication, such as: linguistics (political language) (→
Language, I/13), communication (rhetorical construction, use of media, influence on public
opinion, advertising, and electoral campaign design), politics (government, communications,
policy proposals), and sociology (social and political movements). Additionally, consideration
should be given to the political economy of communications, a comprehensive approach
that analyzes production conditions; power relations and the concentration of property, as
they relate to the presence of media (→ Media Flows, III/35); and the political psychology
of communication, which investigates psychological strategies of communication for
a political purpose.

Carlos Del Valle Rojas
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Political Communication should therefore be understood as an interdisciplinary science,
as it involves an interaction among different disciplines of knowledge, which themselves
address many diverse social, political, economic, and cultural factors. These factors include:
actors (journalists, politicians, consultants, political parties, the media, governments), their
roles, the production of discourse, and relations in democratic contexts (→ Democracy, II/
32). In summary, three types of actors can be seen: political organizations, the media, and
citizens (as audience), all interrelated because of the intentional nature of political communi-
cation (McNair 2011).

Considering the above, political communication is all communication of a political
nature and for a political purpose. It appears in various psychological and discursive strategies
and techniques, for political purposes, and can be used by different actors in different con-
texts, as previously mentioned.

Final discussion

Political communication is based on two different approaches and traditions, with different
purposes and natures. Both make for an interesting geopolitical relationship between North
and South America (→ Geopolitics, II/34).

In the first case, the approach of Mass Communication Research (often called “classical”
to differentiate it from later research), emphasizes the uses of communication to achieve pol-
itical objectives. Beginning with Rogers’s work, it developed over time in Latin America, as
seen in the transformations that took place in the agricultural sector (notably, the incorpor-
ation of technology). There remains a constant tension between the theories and their appli-
cation in Latin American contexts. In the second case, neo-Marxist studies, and critical
theory in general, came to have a strong presence in North America, especially in the
United States and Canada, but in Latin America, too, of course, where these studies (despite
tensions and disagreements) formed part of dependency theory.

The two traditions resulted in a productive tension between an empirical epistemology,
represented by Paul Lazarsfeld, and a critical epistemology, represented by Theodor Adorno.
Indeed, one can see this tension concretely manifested in the Princeton Radio Research
Project. This project, carried out between 1937 and 1939, was led by Paul Lazarsfeld, who
invited Theodor Adorno to participate. Their encounter proved key to the trajectories of
communications research, namely, the empirical approach (Lazarsfeld) and the critical
approach (Adorno). In this sense, political communication had geopolitical tensions, as well,
especially in Latin America, where one or the other model was adopted; the region then
had two potential means by which to communicate politics and policy to establish a bridge
between government and citizenry (→ Nation State, II/38; Civil Society, II/28). The dis-
tinction remains to this day in communications schools and departments, though there is
a tendency to integrate aspects of both the empirical and critical approaches.

This integration is evidenced in the works of various international associations focused
on political communication, whether at the Latin American level, such as the Asociación
Latinoamericana de Investigadores en Campañas Electorales (Latin American Association of
Electoral Campaign Researchers) – ALICE; the Ibero-American level, such as the Asocia-
ción de Comunicación Política (The Association of Political Communication) – ACOP; or
at the North American level, such as the American Association of Political Consultants –

AAPC. With all of these, approaches can be found that integrate both the empirical (charac-
teristic of electoral campaigns), and the critical (characteristic of the sociocultural impact of
electoral processes).

Political Communication

461



Rou
tle

dg
e /

 Tay
lor

 & Fran
cis

 

Not 
for

 di
str

ibu
tio

n

Works cited

Adorno, Theodor. 1954. “How to look at television.” The Quarterly of Film, Radio and Television 8, no. 3:
213–235.

American Association of Political Consultants-AAPC. https://theaapc.org.
Asociación de Comunicación Política-ACOP. http://compolitica.com/acop/sobre-acop/.
Asociación Latinoamericana de Investigadores en Campañas Electorales-ALICE. www.alice-comunica

cionpolitica.com/asociacion/.
Bernays, Edward. 1923. Crystallizing Public Opinion. New York: Liveright Publishing Corporation.
———. 1928. Propaganda. New York: Horace Liveright.
Creel, George. 1920. How We Advertised America: The First Telling of the Amazing Story of the Committee on

Public Information that Carried the Gospel of Americanism to Every Corner of the Globe. New York: Harper
& Brothers Publishers.

Eulau, Heinz, Samuel Eldersveld y Morris Janowitz. 1956. Political Behavior. A Reader in Theory and
Research. Chicago, IL: Free Press.

Katz, Elihu and Paul F. Lazarsfeld. 1955. Personal Influence: The Part Placed by People in the Flow of Mass
Communication. Glencoe, IL: The Free Press.

Laswell, Harold and Arora Satish. 1969. Political Communication: The Public Language of Political Elites in
India and the United States. New York: Holt, Rinehart & Winston.

Lazarsfeld, Paul F., Bernard Berelson, and Hazel Gaudet. 1944. The People’s Choice: How the Voters Makes
up his Mind in a Presidential Campaign. New York: Duell, Sloan and Pearce.

Lerner, Daniel. 1958. The Passing of Traditional Society: Modernizing the Middle East. Glencoe, IL: The Free
Press.

MacBride report. 1980. International Commission for the Study of Communication Problems. Many Voices, One
World. London: UNESCO/Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield.

McNair, Brian. 2011. An Introduction to Political Communication. New York and London: Routledge.
Mosco, Vincent. 1996. The Political Economy of Communication: Rethinking and Renewal. London: Sage.
Rogers, Everett. 1962. Diffusion of Innovations. New York: The Free Press of Glencoe.
Schiller, Herbert. 1969. Mass Communications and American Empire. New York: Augustus M. Kelley.
Schramm, Wilbur. 1949. Mass Communications. Urbana, IL: University of Illinois Press.
Sierra, Francisco. 1999. “Comunicación educativa y economía política. Apuntes sobre políticas culturales

e innovación tecnológica.” Ámbitos. Revista Andaluza de Comunicación 2: 39–48.
Smythe, Dallas Walker. 1981. Dependency Road: Communications, Capitalism, Consciousness and Canada.

Norwood, NJ: Ablex Publishing.

Carlos Del Valle Rojas

462

https://theaapc.org
http://compolitica.com
www.alice-comunicacionpolitica.com
www.alice-comunicacionpolitica.com

